Chapter 01 Definitions
33.13.01.01 (3/19/2009)
.01 Definitions
A. 
(text unchanged) 

B.
Terms Defined. 

(1)
(text unchanged) 

(2)
“Electronic signature” has the meaning stated in Election Law Article, §1-101, Annotated Code of Maryland. 

[(2)] (3) (text unchanged) 

(4) 
(a) 
“Outstanding obligation” means:

(i)
A bill or other obligation owed by the campaign finance entity; or

(ii)  
A loan made to the campaign finance entity in accordance with Election Law Article §13-230.

(b)
“Outstanding obligation” does not include a bill or other obligation that 

was incurred and paid for within the same reporting period.

Chapter 02 [Affidavit of Non-Participation] Campaign Finance Report
33.13.02 (3/19/2009)
Repeal existing 33.13.02 and add as new language the following: 

.01 Scope

This chapter applies to the information required on a campaign finance report submitted to the State Board with respect to contributions received, expenditures made, and outstanding obligations incurred by or on behalf of the campaign finance entity

.02 Required Contents

The campaign finance report filed by a campaign finance entity shall include:

A. 
 Except as provided in §B of this Regulation, for contributions received:

(1)  
The date that the contribution was received by the campaign finance entity; 

(2)  
The amount of money or fair market value of the contribution; and

(3)  
The name of:

(a)  
The individual who made the contribution;

(b)  
The business, corporation, limited liability corporation, partnership, union or other legal entity that made the contribution;

(c)  
The campaign finance entity that made the contribution; or

(d)  
The non-federal out-of-state political committee that made the contribution;

(4)  
The address of the contributor, provided that: 

(a)
If the contributor is an individual, the address where the individual resides or receives residential mail; or 

 
(b)
If the contributor is a business entity, including a corporation, limited liability corporation, union or other legal entity, the address where that business entity is registered or does business;

(5)  
Whether the contribution transaction was cash, check, credit card or payroll deduction;

(6)
Whether the contribution is from:

(a)  
An individual or corporation; 

(b)  
A ticket purchased by an individual or corporation including the amount per ticket; or

(c)  
A federal committee; 

(d)  
A political club; 

(e)  
Campaign finance entity of a Maryland candidate committee;

(f)  
Campaign finance entity of a Maryland party central committee;

(g)  
Campaign finance entity of a Maryland political action committee; or

(h)  
Non-federal out-of-state political committee;

(7)  
The aggregate amount of contributions received to date from the contributor for the election cycle in which the campaign finance report is filed;

(8)  
For a political party central committee or a political action committee associated with a business entity, whether the contribution was an administrative contribution; and

(9)  
If an in-kind contribution, a description of the in-kind contribution.

B. 
(1) 
Contributions from different contributors may be aggregated and reported as a  lump sum on a campaign finance report instead of the name and address of each contributor if the reported aggregate contribution amount received is from:

(a) A monetary contribution that is $50.99 or less; 

(b) The purchase of one or more tickets for a campaign event provided:

(i) The cost of a ticket is $50.99 or less; and 

(ii) The cumulative amount per person is less than $250.99; or

(c)
The purchase of a spin or chance on a paddle wheel or wheel of fortune in accordance with Election Law Article, §13-240, Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(2) 
(a) 
Reporting lump sum contributions on a campaign finance report does not relieve the treasurer of the responsibility for maintaining the account book of the campaign finance entity pursuant to Election Law Article, §13-221 and §13-240(b)(1), Annotated Code of Maryland.   

(b) 
Except as provided in Election Law Article §13-240, failure to include the name and address of every contributor in the account book of the campaign finance entity for a lump sum reported entry on a campaign finance report shall be deemed as an anonymous contribution and subject to Election Law Article, §13-239, Annotated Code of Maryland.

C.  
For expenditures made:

(1)
The date the expenditure was made; 

(2)  
The check number; 

(3)  
The name and address of the payee or the ultimate recipient of the campaign funds; 

(4)  
If the expenditure was for reimbursement, the name and address of the campaign worker who received the reimbursement; 

(5) 
 The amount of the expenditure; 

(6)  
A description of the expenditure; and

(7) 
If the expenditure was an in-kind contribution, the name of the campaign finance entity receiving the in-kind contribution.

D.
For outstanding obligations:

(1)
The name and address of the person that an outstanding obligation is owed;
(2)
The date the outstanding obligation was incurred;

(3)
The current balance of the outstanding obligation owed at the end of the campaign finance reporting period;

(4)
For an outstanding obligation other than a loan, a brief description of the item relating to the outstanding obligation; and

(5)
If the outstanding obligation is a loan, all the information required by Election Law Article, §13-230, Annotated Code of Maryland.

Chapter 03 Electronic Filing of Reports
33.13.03.01 (3/19/2009)
.01 Scope.

A. 
In General. Except as provided in §B of this regulation, this chapter applies to all campaign finance reports required by Election Law Article, [§13-401] §13-304, Annotated Code of Maryland, to be filed with the State Board. 

B. 
Exception. 

(1) – (2) (text unchanged) 

(3) 
A political committee is eligible for a waiver of the electronic filing requirements if the political committee:

(a)
Can provide a reasonable explanation as to why the treasurer cannot file electronically;

(b)
Has a cash balance, less the amount of outstanding obligations, equal to or less than $3,000; and

(c)
Has less than twenty (20) transactions during the reporting period.

(4) 
(a)
A waiver remains in effect until the political committee:

(i)
Files a campaign finance report electronically; or

(ii) 
Exceeds the eligibility requirements of §B(3) of this regulation. 

(b)
A political committee may not request another waiver in the same calendar year that the initial waiver was granted.  

33.13.04   Affidavit of Limited Contributions and Expenditures

.01  Scope.

This chapter applies to the affidavit that, under Election Law Article, §13-305, Annotated Code of Maryland, a campaign finance entity may file in lieu of a scheduled campaign finance report. 

.02  Required Contents.

The affidavit shall include:

A.
The name and account number of the campaign finance entity;

B.
A statement under penalties of perjury that, since the establishment of the campaign finance entity or since the last filed campaign finance report prescribed by Election Law Article, §13-309, Annotated Code of Maryland, the campaign finance entity has not:
(1)
Received contributions in the cumulative amount of $1,000 or more; and

(2)
Made expenditures, exclusive of the candidate’s filing fee, in the cumulative amount of $1,000 or more; and

C.
An acknowledgment that the campaign finance entity will be required to either file the next scheduled campaign finance report or file a new affidavit in lieu of that report.

.03 Filing.

A. Unless a campaign finance entity has a waiver from the electronic filing requirement, the treasurer shall:

(1)
Complete the affidavit using the Internet form provided by the State Board; and

(2)
Sign and submit the affidavit using the electronic signature password issued by the State Board.  

B. If a campaign finance entity that has a waiver from the electronic filing requirement, the treasurer may:

(1)
File the affidavit electronically as provided under paragraph A of this subsection without losing its electronic filing waiver; or

(2)
File, sign and mail or hand deliver the affidavit on the paper form prescribed by the State Board.
33.13.05  Electronic Signature Requirements
.01  Forms Requiring Electronic Signature.

The filer shall include an electronic signature if one of the following forms is filed in an electronic format: 

A.  
Campaign Finance Report; 

B.  
Affidavit filed in accordance with Election Law Article, §13-305, Annotated Code of Maryland; and

C.  
Any other report, form or document approved by the State Administrator to be filed in an electronic medium.
.02  Acceptance of the Electronic Signature.

A.
A filer who is a treasurer of a campaign finance entity registered with the State Board shall submit as an electronic signature the State Board assigned and designated password which will serve to identify the treasurer and campaign finance entity.

B.
A filer who is not a treasurer of a campaign finance entity shall use one of the following as the electronic signature of the filer: 
(1)
The voter registration number of the person;

(2)
Driver’s license number of the person;

(3)
The last four digits of the person’s social security number; or
(4)
Any other personal identification information approved by the State Administrator. 
