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PROGRESSIVE MARYLAND'STESTIMONY in Support of Funding SB 392/HB 18 (2007):
ELECTION LAW —VOTING SYSTEMS—-VOTER-VERIFIED PAPER RECORDS

February 18, 2008
TO: Senate Budget & Taxation Chairman Currie and Vice Chair Kasemeyer
Subcommittee on Public Safety, Transportation, and Environment Chairman DeGrange, Vice Chair
Jones, and Senators Edwards, Kramer, Munson, Robey, and Zirkin

As Maryland’ s largest grassroots advocacy organization, Progressive M aryland represents over
50,000 member s and supportersand 60 sponsoring religious, community, and labor

or ganizations. Through research, public education, and direct political action we strive to improve the
lives of working families and citizen participation in government.

On behalf of our large and varied constituency, we urge you to retain the funding for the switch
to an optical scan voting system. Our members rank this as a high priority and worked hard to pass
last year’s SB392/HB18 for the following reasons:

1. Maryland has had many problemswith recent electionsincluding itsinability to perform
meaningful recounts in several 2006 |egislative races decided by a handful of votes. No paper record
means no independent audit capability and no meaningful recount can be done.

2. Our current DREs offer no mechanism for votersto verify whom they voted for and will likely
be banned by federal regulation in the near future. As a growing number of experts have documented,
if acomputer glitch or malicious software code leads to vote switching, loss of votes, or any other
malfunction, thereis no reliable way to tell. Moreover, merely adding a printer function to current
voting machines could never solve these vulner abilities.

3. In OpScan voting systems, paper ballots are durable and can be counted by hand if an audit is
warranted. The voter marks the paper ballot by hand (or by specialized marking device for those with
disabilities), then feeds it into a machine that can read and tabulate votes. This takes back control of
our public elections from private, partisan corporations and returnsit to citizens.

4. OpScan voting systems ar e also much easier and less expensive to oper ate, store and maintain,
so taxpayers will save much money. Far fewer machines are required to accomplish the task of voting,
so election workers will find their jobs and training needs simplified.

We urgeyou to retain the funding the governor has proposed in hisbudget for thisimportant
transition to a morereliable, less expensive voting system by 2010.

Thank you,

Sean Dobson
Executive Director
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